TISM: 


For the uninitiated, be very afraid; 
they exist. They are real. And they invade 
the airwaves nightly with songs which make 
those who profess to be politically correct 
how! “tasteless!”, “vile!” and “they can't say 
that!”... 

For TISM love to shock. Oh yes. 
Album after album, they rear their ugly bala- 
clava-clad heads, dripping with unadulterat- 
ed malice and that puerile brand of under- 
graduate humour that they love to torture us 
with, Their latest offering - Machiavelli and 
the Four Seasons - is no exception. It's 
pretty drab, But then, what can you expect 
from a band who begin an album with the 
message “I'm on the drug that killed River 
Phoenix"? Musicians and critics alike realise 
this is the case, heaping derision and scom 
upon the band that can be described - rather 
aptly - as “an evil Buck's Fizz - but with less 
content”, 

Paradoxically, the general public 
seems to like TISM, a sad fact that reflects 
poorly on society, particularly in the area of 
mental health. This inexplicable popularity is 
reviled by all in the music industry, not least 
the band themselves. Their bitter selt- 
loathing is all too evident in all that they pro- 
duce - but still, after ten years of futile exis- 
tence - their audience refuses to realise this. 
TISM's increasingly plaintive calls for a show 
of common sense are ignored by their 
increasingly tone-deat fans. And richly 
deserved too. 

So before you delve further into this 
morass of bullshit and brown-nosing, 
remember one thing: the initiated - those 
who've known of TISM for years - didn’t 
even notice this editorial. In fact, they're 
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already up to page twelve, exclaiming “look 
at the pretty pictures!” . And what's more, 
it's not likely that they'll ever read this. Too 
many long words. After all, TISM them- 
selves claim that their fans can't read. 

So be warned. Don't fall into the 
same trap that we did. We're TISM 
fans...and it's horrible down here... 


Before we finish, we're obliged to tell 
you that TISM themselves did not write, 
pencil, ink, letter or colour any of this book, 
and in fact had nothing to do with it at all. 
However, they did review a copy of the 
book, returning it with spelling mistakes and 
poor punctuation circled in red, pedantic crit- 
icisms on anatomical irregularities and the 
comment “We've never read anything so 
facile, gutless and pathetic. Absolutely 
hopeless. We couldn't have done better 
ourselves. Well done chaps!” 
We ignored them, of course. 


If you have any comments your- 
selves, then feel free to write to the following 
address: 
AAARGH! COMICS 

P.O.BOX 11 

CARNEGIE 

VIC. 3163 
Who knows? There may be another of 
these in the works... 

Lastly, keep an eye out for our other 
award-winning book, out now. If you like this 
book, you'll love BUG & STUMP - voted 
Australia's favourite comic book earlier this 
year! 

So till next time - Y.C.G.FFS.! 


INKS - JOHN PETROPOULOS & 
SPECIAL 


THANKS TO MERRIN SPACKMAN, DILLON NAYLOR, HUMPHREY AND THE 
LONG-SUFFERING SMARTARTISTS MOB...THANKS GUYS! 
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